
Out with the old, in with the new.

Long time supporters remember the humble
beginnings of the EFBC, and the enclosures that
housed the first felines. With over thirty years
worth of felines living within, the time has come to
say goodbye to the main enclosures that started
it all. Plans are being drawn up to create new
housing which will remain off display. This is an
area that is quiet, shaded, and protected from the
elements so some of the older residents will likely
live here. Those of you that attend our Twilight
Tours will notice that the demolition has already
begun.

Twilight Tour dates: April 25th, June 20th, and
September 19: These are the only times adults
(18 and over only) can come visit all of the cats,
see the breeding areas, and enjoy an evening
with the felines. These events start at 5 PM for
those willing to buy tickets in advance, everyone

else waits till 5:30. Should there be any cats
(Kittens) secure enough to visit with patrons, the
line for close encounters is likely to be too long for
those that arrive late. Tickets are $15, and our
adoptive parents get to come to the June event for
free. There is a bake sale to benefit our local
AAZK chapter, a raffle, and burgers and dogs are
cooked up by the local Rotary club, so come
hungry!

If this is the first you have heard of these events,
they are very special. Evening hours bring cooler
temperatures, and enrichments are given out to all
felines. Ever see a leopard act like a kitten?
Want to see a jaguar devour a watermelon? See a
fishing cat fish? Mark your calendar, and we’ll see
you there!

Website redesign and web presence.

EFBC's Feline Conservation Center is proud to
announce a complete redesign of our web site
http://www.wildcatzoo.org ! The new look makes
it easier for potential visitors to find our hours,
directions, and sign up for memberships online.
All the previous content has been maintained,
including our cub photo histories dating back to
1995. The web site is a great way to watch the
cubs grow up when you live too far away to visit
(or volunteer) regularly. Many thanks to Adrienne
Doherty, http://www.botcha.com/, for her hard
work (all donated) on the redesign. Nancy
Vandermey continues as the webmaster and
photographer.

Start at wildcatzoo.org when you go online, and it
will help our felines, while costing you nothing!

Affiliate programs at Ralph’s/Cala Foods,
Amazon, Igive, and cafepress, earn money for us

EFBC/Feline Conservation Center http://www.wildcatzoo.org
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With many hands putting in a lot of effort, the old

enclosure came down quickly.



while you shop. While searching the Net use
GoodSearch, and find online shops through
GoodShop. On Facebook , join our group and
donate money through our cause “Save
Endangered Cats” (and invite your friends to do
the same). We have videos on YouTube and a
page on MySpace as well.

Fabulous Feline Follies - August 15, 2009

This year we celebrate a huge milestone - the 20th
annual Fabulous Feline Follies!!! Our theme this
year is the "Lure of the Jungle". Join us August 15
to share in this special evening. Tickets are $75,
18 and over only please. Dr Jim Sanderson,
wildlife field researcher, will join us as the speaker.
Dress is casual. Collectible glasses will be sold
with specialty Juicy Jungle drinks. A silent auction
offers fabulous items for your donations. A live
animal show, raffle, and door prizes add to the
excitement of the evening. Raffle first prize is
$1,000, winner need not be present. Sponsors
are currently being sought. An information
package is available online, and we invite you to
print it and help us solicit sponsors. If you are in

the Los Angeles area, we can visit your facility
and give a short talk if that would help. With the
economy in its present state, we need help! We
already know some of our regular sponsors will
be unable to continue their support this year.
The money raised at Follies is vital to supporting
the cats over the winter months.A fresh new look is waiting for you at Wildcatzoo.org also

known as cathouse-fcc.org

Sandy Masek holds Rocco at last years Feline Follies.
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First-ever jaguar radio-collared in US!

Arizona Game and Fish Department officials
captured, collared, and released a jaguar in late
February. Terry Johnson, Endangered Species
Specialist at the Arizona Game and Fish
Department, said the 118-pound male cat was
confirmed by his spotted pattern to be Macho B, a
jaguar that has been photographed by trail
cameras for about 13 years. Macho B was first
photographed at about two to three years old,
which makes him currently near 16 years old,
Johnson said. Since 1971, only six jaguars have
been documented in the U.S. In 1997 jaguar
presence became known in border states, and the
Endangered Species Act extended protection to
these U.S. jaguars. It is unknown whether the
jaguar is native to Arizona or Mexico, but Johnson
said the collar has a special alert signal if Macho B
crosses the border into Mexico. The one pound
and 12 ounce collar, which was donated by North
Star Science and Technologies, will provide
location points every three hours for the incredibly
rare feline, according to Johnson. We have
absolutely no firm information on how jaguars use
land in the U.S. he said. The collar will help verify
or refute all speculations on the jaguar's habits.

Historically, jaguar territory extended as far north
as the Grand Canyon. They currently live
predominantly in Mexico, South America, and
Central America. With nearly a weeks worth of
data, the Arizona Game and Fish Department
noted that the jaguar moved several miles after
collaring to a very high and rugged area that the
cat has been known to use in southern Arizona.

The animal has stayed in that general vicinity for
a few days with apparent patterns of rest and
visits to a nearby creek. During the collaring, the
cat appeared to have just fed on prey, which will
aid its recovery and allow it to go for a period of
time without feeding. The male cat was
incidentally captured Feb. 18 in an area
southwest of Tucson during a research study
aimed at monitoring habitat connectivity for
mountain lions and black bears.

This conservation effort is funded in part by the
Heritage Fund and Indian gaming revenue.
Started in 1990, the Heritage Fund was
established by Arizona voters to further
conservation efforts in the state, including
protecting endangered species, educating
children about wildlife, helping urban residents to
better coexist with wildlife, and creating new
opportunities for outdoor recreation. For more
information about jaguar conservation in Arizona,
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Oronda plays - see the video on YouTube Start from

our website, and use GoodSearch!

Twilight was born on May 31 of 1988, and can still be seen

playing with enrichments.



visit www.azgfd.gov/jaguar. Photos of the collared
jaguar may also be viewed by visiting this Web
site. Editor’s note! A few days after this report
came out, field personnel noted that the cat was
not doing well. They re-captured it and it
reportedly was suffering from end stage renal
failure. It has been speculated that tranquilizing
the cat may have exacerbated the problem. The
cat was euthanized due to this condition. They
also estimated the age of the cat at about 15-16
years. I would like to know what chemicals they
used to tranquilize the animal. From my
experience with field researchers, they use a drug
called Telazol. This is a catchall drug most Animal
Control and State Game and Fish people use in
the field. It is NOT a drug of choice for jaguars or
tigers. Most veterinarians that know anything
about these animals would not use it. I am not
saying they did use this drug but it would certainly
put my mind at ease and lend to a more believable
scenario.

Coincidentally, the March 2009 issue of National
Geographic magazine features an article on "The
Path of the Jaguar". Conservationist Alan
Rabinowitz provides details on Paseo del Jaguar,
an ambitious plan to establish contiguous wildlife
corridors from the US-Mexico border all the way to
Argentina. Jaguars are known to swim across the
Panama Canal, and genetic research shows that
despite their wide range, jaguars have no
subspecies. Individuals in northern Mexico are
genetically identical to those in southern Brazil.
For this to be true, some cats must wander
regularly and widely between populations. This is

quite different than other large cats such as
leopards, which have genetically diverse
subspecies across their ranges.

A decline in top-level predators such as the
jaguar can lead to a boom in prey populations
that encourages the spread of disease. Some of
those diseases can then become zoonotic,
jumping from animals to humans. HIV, West Nile
virus, and avian influenza, for example, are
"reemerging diseases which have always been in
the environment, but [until recently] they’ve been
kept in check and didn’t bleed over into human
populations," Rabinowitz said.

Tiger news - January 2009. DNA from an
extinct sub-species of tiger has revealed that the
ancestors of modern tigers migrated through the
heart of China - along what would later become
known as ‘the Silk Road' - a team of scientists
from Oxford University and the NCI Laboratory of
Genomic Diversity in the USA have discovered.

This study shows that the Caspian tiger from
Central Asia, which became extinct in 1970, was
almost identical to the living Siberian, or Amur,
tigers found in the Russian Far East today.

Tigers could be reintroduced into Central Asia.
The discovery not only sheds new light on how
the animals reached Central Asia and Russia but
also opens up the intriguing possibility that
conservationists might repopulate tiger-less
Central Asia with Siberian tigers from Russia or
China.
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Obi (Serval) seems very comfortable in his enclosure,

and has proved to be a good display animal.

Masha (Amur Leopard) was born here on May 6th of 1997.

She is one of eight Amur Leopards that currently call the

cathouse home.



Professor David Macdonald, Director of the Oxford
University's Wildlife Research Conservation Unit
(WildCRU) at Oxford University (one of the
authors) said: ‘The fact that the Caspian tiger was
driven extinct in 1970 is an indictment of the
modern age and not some long-gone piece of
history. Our research indicates that the Caspian
tiger's genes still exist, in the form of the Siberian
tiger, so they could be restored to Central Asia.
This restoration would obviously be a huge
undertaking but what a triumph it would be!'

‘What these striking results indicate is that extinct
Caspian tigers and modern Siberian tigers are
molecular nearest neighbors,' said Carlos Driscoll,
a doctoral student who led the study. ‘In a sense it
means that Caspian tigers never became extinct,
it's just that there never was any such thing as a
‘Siberian' tiger.' The relationship is so close that
the mitochondrial DNA of the two sub-species
differs by just a single nucleotide.

Because Caspian tigers were not well studied
before they became extinct almost 40 years ago
the team had to retrieve DNA from specimens held
in the region's museums.

‘We had to travel through Russia and Central Asia
taking tiny bone samples from Caspian tiger
specimens in natural history collections,' said
co-author Dr Nobby Yamaguchi of Oxford's
WildCRU. ‘We then compared the mitochondrial
DNA from these samples with those taken from
living animals, especially Siberian and Indian
tigers.'

The route that Caspian tigers took to get to Central
Asia has always been a puzzle because Central
Asian tigers seemed isolated from other
populations by the massive Tibetan plateau. The
new research suggests that rather than skirting
around the plateau, via India to the south or
Siberia to the north, perhaps about 10,000 years
ago ancient tigers went through it along China's
narrow Gansu Corridor - which would thousands
of years later form part of ‘the Silk Road' trading
route.

Tiger family tree - South China tigers are the
daddy of them all

This fresh look at the tiger family tree suggests
that the South China tiger, a sub-species now

extinct in the wild, is unique - possibly the cat
most closely resembling the ancestor of all
modern tigers - making efforts to save it from
extinction all the more important.

‘We came very close to losing the chance to
study the South China tiger, even from a
molecular standpoint, simply because it is so
rare,' commented Carlos Driscoll. ‘Hopefully our
findings will encourage the Chinese government
to focus conservation efforts on this most
endangered of living tigers.

* A report of the research, entitled 'Mitochondrial
Phylogeography Illuminates the Origin of the
Extinct Caspian Tiger and Its Relationship to the
Amur Tiger' is published in PLoS One

Cheetah News: February 24, 2009

Its eyes reflecting a flash, an extremely rare male
northwest African cheetah triggers one of the first
ever Algerian camera-trap pictures of this
Saharan subspecies in late summer 2008.
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Rico arrived at the FCC in 2003, and can often be heard

giving an eerie ocelot grumble.

Have a website? Add our banner!



Released February 23, the pictures represent a
first step toward protecting the elusive cheetahs,
which are thought to number only about 250 and
are listed as critically endangered by the
International Union for Conservation of Nature.

Though diminishing habitat and prey are
suspected culprits, no one really knows why the
subspecies is in such dire straits--which is why the
camera survey is so important, said research
fellow Sarah Durant of the Zoological Society of
London, who co-led the project, to National
Geographic News.

"Absolutely nothing has been done in this area,"
Durant said, "until now." -Ted Chamberlain

Shown prowling the Sahara in 2008, this cat is the
only northwest African cheetah captured in
daylight during the first camera-trap survey of the
subspecies in Algeria, scientists announced
February 23, 2009.

Typically daytime animals, the cheetahs were
likely laid low by 100-plus-degree-Fahrenheit
(38-plus-degree-Celsius) temperatures, survey
co-leader Sarah Durant said.

The heat and roadless terrain also took its toll on
the researchers, who installed 40 camera traps in
a 1,080-square-mile (2,800-square-kilometer)
region.

The result: 16 sightings of four different
northwestern African cheetahs.

Scientists hope to stave off extinction for the
250-strong subspecies. But first they need hard
data--and these photos are surprising first steps,
survey co-leader Sarah Durant said.

"We weren’t sure we’d get any photos at all," she
said. "To get so many remarkable pictures was
just amazing."

Want to learn more about cheetahs and see the
photos? Use our website and click on the
GoodSearch button. Then type in any of the
names of the researchers, the country mentioned,
and cheetah. Happy searching!!!

50/50 RAFFLE:

Enclosed is our 50/50 raffle ticket. The drawing
will be at our Summer Twilight Tour on June
20th. Entry fee is $20.00 per ticket and the
winner will receive 50% of the net proceeds
received. If you would like additional tickets, just
give us a call.

Contributions:

Wow - Here’s a great Kid!! Lauren Ring, age 9,
loves tigers and wanted to do something to help
the wild cats of the world. For over a year she
made and sold cat toys during her free time.
Through her hard work and tireless efforts,
Lauren presented EFBC a check on March 7,
2009 for $1,000.00 to benefit our “Project Tiger”
building fund.
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Thumper has proven to be a crowd favorite, comfortable

and confidant in his domain.



In-kind Donations:

Thank you to Cindy Campbell of Glendale, CA for
donating a 2000 Ford Focus. The car was in such
excellent condition that we were able to sell it in
less than a week. Thanks Cindy!!

Carole Lindsey of Saugus, CA purchased a brand
new Craftsman Lawn Tractor for her husband a
few years ago. After many years of sitting in the
original crate and never being used, she decided
we would probably make better use of it. You
were right Carol. Thank you - we love it.

David Derrick of Valencia, CA recently published
his book, “Africa Diaries” and donated 14 copies to
our gift shop for sale. Thank you David!!

Also thanks to William and Karen Popowicz and
Lori Hands for donating computer equipment.

General donations: We continue to be grateful to
receive contributions to our general operating
fund. These are unrestricted cash donations
which allow us to utilize the funds for whatever

EFBC needs. Special thanks this quarter to:
Darrin Cash, Vicki Collins, Steven & Pamela
Lane, Kathryn Davis, Mike & Anne Green,
Michael Dugger, EFBC Chapter of AAZK, Lisa
Edmondson, Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Duran, Susan
Lozier & Ian MacLeod, Bill & Kathy Childs, Nancy
Pfeffer & Steve Urmini, Chris Tromborg, Eric
Barkalow, Richard & Janet Mackaig, David
Forward, and Mary Duque. Thank you all!!
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Latest photo of Kali who still resides in Sandy and

Joe’s house with their two housecats.
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